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deal more than we do," says he. " How much is
not done by us! or what if we had been taken
sick?" And then, with a stab of satire, he
describes contemporary mankind in a phrase:
"All the day long on the alert, at night we
unwillingly say our prayers and commit ourselves
to uncertainties." It is not likely that the public
will be much affected by Thoreau, when they blink
the direct injunctions of the religion they profess ;
and yet, whether we will or no we make the same
hazardous ventures ; we back our own health and
the honesty of our neighbours for all that we are
worth ; and it is chilling to think how many must
lose their wager.

In 1845, twenty-eight years old, an age by
which the liveliest have usually declined into some
conformity with the world, Thoreau, with a capital
of something less than five pounds and a borrowed
axe, walked forth into the woods by Walden Pond,
and began his new experiment in life. He built
himself a dwelling, and returned the axe, he says
with characteristic and workman-like pride, sharper
than when he borrowed it; he reclaimed a patch,
where he cultivated beans, peas, potatoes, and
sweet corn ; he had his bread to bake, his farm
to dig, and for the matter of six weeks in the
summer he worked at surveying, carpentry, or
some other of his numerous dexterities, for hire